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I f  you book a visit at Revel, 
the gorgeous luxury hotel-

casino in Atlantic City, your 
New Year’s resolutions will 
be shot in no time. But it 
might be worth it.  

Go ahead, drink, eat, 
smoke, gamble and ogle bur-
lesque dancers pole-dancing 
in pasties and G-strings. You 
can clean up your act in 2014. 

An astonishing $2.4-billion 
showcase of  contemporary 
architecture, Revel is a new 
landmark on the oceanfront 
skyline of  Atlantic City and 
already is a celebrity magnet. 
Beyoncé sang at the open-
ing party and since then 
VIPs have included Jennifer 
Lopez, model Christy Tur-
lington and Kim Kardashian.

In a vintage town that has 
seen it all during the past 100 
or so years of  tourism, Revel 
is an original. It is a remark-
able modern design, a stream-
lined monolith of  blue-tinted 
glass that rises 47 storeys and 
reflects the sky above and the 
waves of  the sea below. In a 
town where hotel size counts, 
Revel’s gigantic ground area 
is equivalent to more than 100 
football fields and it was built 
with the steel equivalent of  
five Eiffel towers.

The revolutionary aspect 
of  Revel as a vacation get-
away in a casino town is that 
its focus is not solely on slot 
machines, roulette and black-
jack tables, as in most casino 
hotels. It is designed to be an 
urban resort, with nighttime 
beach parties, spa life and 
dining. And it’s built so that 
all of  the rooms have views of  
the ocean and Atlantic City’s 
marvellous stretch of  beach.  

Once inside Revel, an es-
calator swoops guests up, 
up, up through 11 storeys of  
the Ellipse, a series of  glass 
pavilions with views of  the 
Atlantic far below. You’re 
heading for 1,399 high-tech 
guest rooms, magnificent 
gardens and terraces, three 
nightclubs, a boutique alley, 
the Bask Spa and a stunning 
indoor-outdoor pool. Revel 
has 14 restaurants, large and 
small. Tough choices, but I 
singled out Amada, where 
Iron Chef  Jose Garces does 
tapas and such specialties as 
lobster paella and a bullish 
cocktail called the Matador.  

A highlight of  the crystal-

line Ellipse is a spectacular 
giant mobile of  golden metal 
flakes suspended on steel 
cables, shimmering in the 
light and swaying gently in 
the soaring cathedral space. 
This artwork, called Mobile 
Ellipse or Vertige, was creat-
ed by Montreal artist Pascale 
Girardin, whose work ap-
pears worldwide, from New 
York to Shanghai.

Revel also can thank two 
Montreal firms for some of  
the casino’s razzle-dazzle. 
ScénoPlus — it uses all-one-
word for effect — was the 
lead design firm on virtually 
all of  the public and enter-
tainment spaces, including 
stage-show spaces for audi-
ences of  400, 1,000 and 4,000 

people. ScénoPlus worked 
with Lightemotion, a leading 
lighting company in Mont-
real. Together, they used in-
novative techniques to create 
a unique casino look.

“It’s our biggest project 
to date, and it fully uses our 
expertise in theatrical de-
sign,” said Patrick Bergé, an 
architect and president of  
ScénoPlus, which also has 
designed for Cirque du Soleil 
and Céline Dion. 

ScénoPlus’s casino design 
lets in natural light through-
out, from dawn to dusk, and 
then creates an exciting 
nightlife force with lighting 
projected onto the textured 
walls and colourful floors of  
the casino.

Apart from a few smack-
eroos gambled at the black-
jack tables, I’m not a player. 
But those who are into wager-
ing need to know that Revel 
offers 25 per cent more pro-
gressives than any casino in 
Atlantic City (slot machines 
at which the jackpot increas-
es slightly on every game). It 
is the first in the city to offer 
Four Card, Let it Ride poker 
progressives and Digideal 
E-Host Games, which are 
digital games usually with a 
live dealer, and also the first 
in the U.S. to have electronic 
Multi-Saber Roulette.

You’re up, you’re down, it’s 
that kind of  24-hour town. 
Eventually, you get to rest, 
and you will do so in deluxe 

surroundings. Guest rooms 
are modern classics: stream-
lined dark furniture against 
linen-textured walls, Egyp-
tian cotton sheets and lamps 
with sculpted steel bases. Add 
those fabulous Atlantic views, 
fancy entertainment systems 
and 46-inch flat screens and 
you are sitting pretty. 

The rooms also are very 
high-tech. Room service 
trays have sensors for RFID 
(radio frequency identifica-
tion), so when a guest puts 
the tray outside in the corri-
dor, a signal goes off  and the 
staff  downstairs is alerted. 
Each room has a smart tab-
let, which acts as a wake-up 
alarm, a radio and a phone. In 
the suites, the tablet is even 

smarter, controlling drapes, 
lighting and temperature. 

In a huge casino hotel, you 
often are just a number, and 
that number is how many 
dollars you gamble. But if  
you meet the right people, 
you’ll be taken care of. One 
of  Revel’s star employees, 
Bonnie Moore, is one of  New 
Jersey’s two Clefs d’Or con-
cierges, which means that she 
can finesse everything from 
bike rentals to show tickets. 

The writer was a guest of the 
hotel. The hotel did not re-
view or approve the story.
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Atlantic City resort has Montreal connections

phoTos: Revel ResoRT and Casino

Montreal artist pascal Girardin created a giant mobile of golden metal flakes suspended on steel cables for the 11-storey ellipse at Revel hotel-casino.

 

The spectacular new Revel has changed the landscape of casino-hotels in atlantic City, n.J.
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 ❚ iF YOU GO
atlantic City is an eight-
hour drive from Montreal 
via highway 15 south to 
the U.s. border and new 
York highway 87 south to 
new Jersey’s Garden state 
expressway. it is a two-hour 
drive south of new York City. 
U.s. air flies from Montreal 
to philadelphia, which is an 
approximately one-hour drive 
from atlantic City.

Revel: 855-348-0500, www.
revelresorts.com; 500 Board-
walk at Connecticut ave.; 

atlantic City, n.J. 

Price: Three levels of rooms 
and suites, $139-$239-$339 
U.s. per night, including the 
in-out pool, hot tub, lounges 
and terraces. extras: Bask spa 
access and treatments, self-
parking or valet-parking.

Atlantic City info: 888-aC-
visiT/888-228-4748, 609-
348-7100

www.atlanticcitynj.com
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WHERE STAYTO
AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
In wonderful Plattsburgh, NY. Only $120 for
2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people,
additional pers. add $10 more per night. Free
continental breakfast. Located conveniently off
exit 37 on I-87. Some holidays, wknds & spec.
events do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily. Based
on availability. Call 518.563.0222 or toll free
1.800.358.2137

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL – NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $75. Doubles USD $90. Suites
USD $100.-$120. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80th Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136
or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW YORK

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free
outlets nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst
& Dinner (off main menu) & use of XC ski/
snowshoe trails from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONT

QUALITY INN
Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99
USD or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly
rate which includes 1 night stay with round trip
transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days
parking for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based on
double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/
night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates also
include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool,
Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free wireless
Internet and a Business center. Directions: I-89,
Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on
busy weekends. This promotion is available till
04/30/2014. Call 802-985-8037 or
Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE
Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99
USD Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/
night. Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based
on availability and not valid on busy weekends.
Promotion valid till 04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421
for reservations.

VERMONT

SMART SUITES
Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality
in either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a
more spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/
night, including a deluxe continental breakfast
and free WIFI. Call toll free 877.862.6800 and
mention the Gazette special. Not valid with other
discounts and subject to availability. Effective
05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington,
Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5
miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington,
Vermont starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious
One-Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot
Breakfast served each morning Includes Manager’s
Social with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs
evenings) Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise
facility Walking distance to University Mall and
close to Lake Champlain and the Church Street
Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Contact hotel for more
information Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616
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